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Welcome Letter from the Chairs 

Dear distinguished Delegates,  
Welcome to the 5th annual AZPSMUN we welcome you to 
the United Nations Office of Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) Committee of the 2022 AZPSMUN. It 
is a complex committee that is intended to entice you into an 
effective debate. It is our pleasure to meet with and hear from 
you all.  
  

We are shocked every year when new delegates escape the limits 
established by their predecessors. To aspire to a successful conference, we 
expect all delegates to arrive fully prepared with a good sense of their 
position and the willingness to reach a perfect understanding. To speak 
well about your nation, it is best to shrewdly investigate both its points and 
laws and those of the opposing nation. Develop a strategy for taking over 
the discussion and addressing all the topics in a supported manner. 
  
Our role as chairs is to organize and coordinate your sessions so that you 
can achieve more success. Every participant is encouraged to freely share 
their ideas and interests throughout the session so that their haven can be 
challenged and adapted to meet the needs of the entire group.  

Best Wishes!! 

 

UNODC Chair: Omar Shalash                               UNODC Co-chair: Reema Sameer 
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Introduction to the committee 

History  

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a United Nations 
office that was established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime 
Prevention by combining the United Nations International Drug Control 
Program and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in the United 
Nations Office at Vienna. UNODC was established to assist the United Nations 
in better addressing a coordinated, comprehensive response to the interrelated 
issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse of drugs, crime prevention and criminal 
justice, international terrorism, and political corruption. 
 
Purpose and Functions 

United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime's global efforts contribute to ensuring 
access to justice for all and preventing violence, making the world safer from 
drugs and crime, and promoting health and wellbeing, as well as increasing the 
knowledge base to make informed decisions through conferences and debates 
held across the world. It also reviews and analyses the global drug situation, 
considering the interrelated issues of prevention of drug abuse, rehabilitation of 
drug users, and supply and trafficking in illicit drugs. 
 

Mandate and power 

The UNODC is mandated by the Economic and Social Council as one of its functional 
commissions. The Council has established the Commission's mandates and priorities, which 
include international action to combat national and transnational crime, including organized 
crime, economic crime, and money laundering; promoting the role of criminal law in 
protecting the environment, crime prevention in urban areas, including juvenile crime. 
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Topics 

❖Corruption in governments politicians and parties 

Corruption is the misuse and abuse of power to commit illegal conduct. One of 
the biggest problems for all types of countries regardless of whether they are 
developed or undeveloped is corruption as it’s not a simple problem but a 
complex crisis that affects the political, economic and social status of the country. 
Corruption also slows down the growth of a country by a significant rate. 
Furthermore, this problem is a major problem as it is connected to many different 
illegal’s activities. Preventing corruption doesn’t only help build the government 
and stabilize it but in turn, also removes many of the country’s major crimes and 
minor ones for example bribery. 

❖Prevention of Drug Smuggling  

One of the UNODC biggest problems is drugs. It has a large market worldwide 

and insane amounts in circulation. Around 275 million people were reported to 

be using illegal drugs worldwide in June of 2021. Out of the 275 million, 36 

million people suffer from a drug disorder. This happened in one month and the 

problem is the issue has not been taken seriously as 40% of youths stopped 

perceiving drugs as harmful substances which shows the lack of awareness about 

this topic. The UNODC this year hopes to hear about how each country is 

planning to reduce the number of illegal drugs they use. 
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Key Issues 

Drug Cartel 

Any criminal organization that supplies drugs to drug trafficking operations is a 
drug cartel. Various drug traffickers participate in loosely managed agreements 
as well as formalized commercial enterprises in many countries. Murder is 
believed to be directly related to the illegal drug trade. This is especially true of 
developing countries, such as Honduras, but it is also true of many developed 
countries around the world. In the late 1990s, the FBI estimated that 5% of 
murders in the United States were related to drug trafficking. Colombian drug 
violence can be caused by factors such as the economy, poor government, and a 
lack of authority within law enforcement. 

Drug trade 

This is the system that helps manufacture drugs and distribute them. Drug 
transactions have been reported to be around 2% of the world GDP. Drug trades 
allow drugs to enter a country and leave. This makes the battle against drugs more 
difficult as it is an international problem which means countries have to fight each 
other to figure out where did the drugs come from. 

Drug laws and justice 

Drug cases are not common in many countries as each one is unique. Therefore, typical laws 
and actions won't always apply in these instances. In drug cases, a country must distinguish 
between victims and criminals and punish accordingly. There are a lot of victims who get 
wrongly punished, and a lot of criminals get too little or no punishment at all. To better punish 
criminals and protect civilians, countries need to improve their laws. As a general rule, 
countries should have laws that stop the flow of drugs, as the best way to stop a problem is to 
stop it at its source. 
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Money laundering 

The objective of money laundering is trying to make illegitimate money usable and 
legal. This is used by many people such as drug cartels and big organizations and 
this is usually allowed due to a corrupt government legalizing the money or 
employees being bribed. Money laundering is a serious type of corruption as it 
breaks down the country’s economy and is desirable while also making illegal 
crimes more profitable which also encourages civilians to partake. 

 

Corruption in Prison 

In prisons, corruption can take the form of both internal and external auditing, monitoring, 
and inspection mechanisms. Prison means not only the restriction of one's freedom of 
movement but also that inmates depend on the prison for their livelihood. authorities for 
almost all of their day-to-day abuse. At the same time, corruption can pose severe security 
risks to prison staff as well as needs (imbalance of power), which requires a heightened degree 
of state diligence to prevent as well as prison management. In addition, trafficking of mobile 
phones, drugs, and weapons into and inside prison walls in exchange for bribes, embezzlement 
of funds for infrastructure measures, and hiring practices that do not consider the qualifications 
and integrity of candidates are all threats to prison staff and other inmates. 
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Lobbying 

Lobbying is the financial action of attempting a governmental decision and legislation. This 
is usually done by paying high amounts of money to an official or a group to create a law 
within someone's favour. Lobbying is performed by a wide variety of people going from 
criminal organizations to private interests. In basic terms lobbying is bribing on a larger scale; 
however, in this case politicians carry a larger responsibility and weight than the average 
person. Therefore, lobbying is one of the most dangerous forms of corruption as it directly 
targets the core of the government which is its laws. 

Police brutality 

Police brutality is the overuse of violence and unnecessary force against a 
civilian or criminal. This type of behaviour is a direct violation of civil rights 
however in many countries even in developed ones this still happens. This type 
of crime sometimes naturally occurs due to the corruption and bad nature of the 
officer and sometimes it is delicate as the police officer might have been bribed. 
Crimes like this affect the citizens the most as they start to lose faith in the 
people who protect them and make them turn to illegal means for protection 
which further grows corruption within a society. United Nations Office of Drugs 
and Crime. 
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Focusing questions 

Questions that will help guide you when writing a position paper: 

❖ How to prevent corruption within a country? 

❖ How can the UNODC prevent drug trafficking and create laws to combat it? 

❖ How to stabilize a country's economy while avoiding money laundering?  

❖ ❖ How to reduce the number of drugs that enter your country? 

❖ How can we relate corruption to drugs? 

❖ How to stop lobbying and create a trustworthy government that can create 
laws to protect 

its citizens? 

❖ How to create a defence force with reliable prisons and reliable police force 
that can 

better help victims? 

❖ What laws and steps can help the justice system find and punish Criminals? 

 



 

Page | 9 United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime 

 

 

BEST OF LUCK 

DELEGATES!! 


