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Welcome Letter from the Chairs

Greetings Honorable Delegates,
Welcome to the 5th annual AZPSMUN!

It is our distinct pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 Al Zuhour Private School
Model United Nations (AZPSMUN) that will take place in February. As your
committee’s chairs, we are excited to meet all of you and listen to all your creative
opinions and inquisitive questions. In this MUN, you will have the opportunity to
meet students from different schools with diverse backgrounds and different ways
of thinking. You will have a breathtaking experience and intense debates with your
fellow delegates.

The WHO is the World Health Organization: it tackles health issues around the
world, helps set health standards in each country, and aids unprivileged
communities. 

This guide should help give you a general idea of the topic and subtopics for this
committee. The knowledge you will gain by reading this guide will help you start
your position paper. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to us!

2



Overview of the Committee

The World Health Organization was established in 1948, as a specialized agency
that focuses and specializes in worldwide public health. 

The organization prioritizes controlling and managing the spread of tuberculosis,
malaria, and other communicable diseases, while also focusing on protecting the
sanitation, nutrition, and overall health of women and children. Started out by
coordinating within the United Nations’ member states, today the organization
has grown to coordinate with other United Nations (UN) agencies, donors, and
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), coming all together for the purpose of
investigating and managing disease outbreaks. 

The WHO is actively advocating for universal healthcare, monitoring public health
risks, coordinating responses to health emergencies, and promoting human health
and well-being. It provides technical assistance to countries, sets international
health standards and guidelines, and collects data on global health issues through
the World Health Survey. The WHO also serves as a forum for summits and
discussions on health issues. The WHO has several initiatives to further help
combat and prevent many global diseases and health issues.

In 1977, the World Health Organization led a 10-year campaign that eradicated
smallpox. This became one of the most popular accomplishments of the WHO
committee, and one of its notable ones.  The WHO is also well known for
developing an Ebola vaccine. At a 90% mortality rate, Ebola is a disease that
causes your blood to clot and then causes internal bleeding.
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Topic A: Establishing Preparedness Protocols for

Pandemics

A pandemic is a global disease that is widespread on a national scale. The WHO’s
role is to ensure that we, worldwide, are prepared for the nature of an epidemic.
This means that safety procedures are put into place and are followed as per
protocol.

At the start of 2020, the world was hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. Global
decision-makers and world leaders were all left startled by the unanticipated
contagious virus. Some countries went on lockdown immediately after their first
cases had been confirmed, while others waited until the severity increased. Some
countries shut down schools, flights, and installed curfews and sanitization
programs. By the end of March 2020, more than 100 countries had installed either
partial or full lockdowns. Although the majority of countries implemented some
sort of lockdown, there was no specific order each country followed. The lack of
protocols and preparedness affected how each country dealt with COVID-19.

WHO is responsible for preventing and protecting viruses; they began researching
the origins of this disease.  On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization
officially announced that COVID-19 is a pandemic. This is when many countries,
who hadn’t already, went on lockdown.

COVID-19 is a new, highly contagious disease.  Panic and terror rushed
government officials to make decisions. Several countries opted for different
decisions than others, because of this, we can infer that a global plan hadn’t been
established, and if one was established, it was not efficiently executed. 4.55
million lives have been lost due to COVID-19. Do you think that if political leaders
acted quicker, we wouldn’t have lost so many loved ones?
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It took a lot of confusion throughout the process, but we can now say that

countries all over the globe are better prepared and equipped to face future

worldwide epidemics. Everyone did their part and played a role in preventing the

spread of COVID-19: whether that be following lockdown restrictions and rules,

wearing masks, and sanitizing, but could the situation have been handled better?

According to WHO, there is no “one-size-fits-all” procedure that could be applied
to all countries because of how unique the situation is in each individual nation;
however, WHO states that countries should increase their readiness towards
identifying and protecting against COVID-19.

The WHO has guidelines explaining what action each country should take,

depending on their country’s circumstances. For example, if a country has no

cases, they should aim to keep it that way while still taking the safety precautions

needed incase. A Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan is being issued by

WHO to help build on information learned and previously collected over 2020.

Dealing with new variants, mitigating COVID-19, and safety concerns are all

discussed in this strategic plan. The plan also entails WHO’s evaluation of their

own response to COVID-19 and acknowledges their achievements.
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Key Issues:

Economy Impacts

As a result of COVID, the economy was heavily impacted: from manufacturing

supply issues to decreased business services.

Social Impacts

Lockdowns and social distancing caused communicating and interacting with
others to be a struggle both mentally and physically.

Humans Rights Issues in Response to COVID-19

Individual human rights were compromised for the sake of collective obligations
and rules.

Controlling COVID-19

A new virus circled around and spread like wildfire with an unknown cause and
unknown effects, with uncertainty on how to deal with it.

Focusing Questions:

How has COVID-19 affected societies, cultures and customs, and affiliations?

How can we prevent future epidemics from happening?

How could have COVID-19 be dealt with more efficiently?

What can WHO, as a committee, do to tackle health pandemics like COVID-19?
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Topic B: Strengthening Mother and Infant/Young Child

Nutrition

The comprehensive implementation plan of strengthening maternal and
infant/young child nutrition is a plan that was assembled in response to
monitoring global nutrition and improving it over the world. The plan prioritizes
working on nutrition-related health issues and other factors affecting it. 

Overall, the attention given to children and youths’ healthcare and nutrition is
weak and lacking. Whether it is rooted from neglectance or being incapable of
providing it, the WHO is working to put a limit for the suffrage by offering help
and raising awareness to worldwide nutrition issues.

In a world that suffers from nutrition, inequality, and discrimination despite the
great advancements in today of a better tomorrow. The main topic to be
discussed in this committee and handled seriously upon the material provided and
numbers, strengthening maternal, infant, and young child nutrition, especially in
the third world countries. The main targets that have to be reached, analyzed, and
provided with practical solutions are issues such as:
● Stunting
● Anemia
● Low birth weight
● Overweight
● Wasting

The aim of placing this issue on the table is to create a supportive environment
for the implementation of comprehensive food and nutrition policies.
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Key Issues:

Stunting

Prevention of fully growing

Anemia

Feeling constant fatigue and easy energy loss

Low Birth Weight

Premature birth causes numerous health risks

Wasting

A progressively weakening body part

Focusing Questions:

How is your country prioritizing raising awareness about nutritional importance in
a child’s life? 

What is your country doing to avoid the increase of nutritional health issues
among children?

Which nutritional issue has the highest rate in your country and how is your
country fixing/approaching the issue?

What kind of aid does your country offer to help underprivileged households
tackle nutritional issues?

Can you name a nutritional issue your country successfully fought and lowered
the rates of?
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Helpful Links:

Attached below, is a link to help guide you with writing your position paper:

https://www.wisemee.com/how-to-write-a-mun-position-paper/

This is the official WHO website:

https://www.who.int/

This link will help with data for your position paper:

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52103747

We wish you the best of luck, delegates!
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